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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE ONE THING NEEDFUL. 


What is the great good of man? is a question of no infe- 
‘or importance. ‘l’o the young, who are just entering upon 
existence, its importance is incalculable. In every age of 
the world, ‘it has commanded the attention of the thinking- 
part of the community. From the wisdom and the folly of 
the ancient heathen, it has received about three hundred dif- 
ferent answers. And, it human conduct be a correct crite- 
rion, this interesting question still remains unsettled. For 
with multitudes, the great good is manifestly riches: with 
other multitudes, honour: with other multitudes, pleasure. 
These sparkling phantoms, in their many forms, and under 
their many names, dance before the imagination, and catch 
the heart of the old and the young. On these, their thoughts 
delight to dwell by day and their dreams by night. Riches, 
honour and pleasure have therefore, received the very appro- 
priate name of “ the world’s trinity.” 

But, in opposition to the claims of these fascinating ob- 
jects, the Bible says, ‘“* Wisdom is the principal thing ;” and 
it says again, “ One thing is needful,” namely, to sit at Je- 
sus’ feet, and receive his gracious words, rather than to be 
cumbered with the things of this world. 

Now, in order to determine which we ought to choose ; 
the world, or religion ; we should consider, which of these is 
the best adapted to the circumstances of man. 
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What then is man? Look at him—view him closely— 
contemplate his whole existence. 

Man 1s a dependent creature: in infancy—in manhood— 
in-old age, equally and absolutely dependent on God. Je- 
hovah’s arm supports the helpless object every moment—nor, 
without divine aid, can one of the human family speak, or 
think, or move, or live. 

Man is a sinner. Pollution stains his soul—irregularity 
marks his appetites—impetuosity his passions. His intel- 
lect gives way to the inferior principles of his nature. An 
enemy to God, he lies under the curse of his law, and is mov- 
ing onward towards the open jaws of hell. 

Man is asufferer. Nosooner had he became a sinner, than 
he began to taste the bitter fruits of sin. “ ‘Thorns and this- 
tles” sprang up, at once, to tear his flesh and give him la- 
bour and sorrow. Nor is outward trouble all. Conscience 
is a scorpion within. Abundance of gold cannot bribe this 
faithful monitor—nor can honour’s loud applause drown its 
remonstrances—-nor can pleasure, in her softest lap, lull it 
into sound repose. 

Man is a mortal being. His time on the earth is short. 
The seeds of death are within him. He lives—and then he 
dies. ‘The worm is spread under him, and the worms 
cover him.” His name is forgotten. 


«“ He has no part in all that’s done 
Beneath the circuit of the sun.” 


Man is also an immortal being. Only his body turns to 
corruption. His soul survives. This shall never cease to 
exist. For ever and ever will it either mourn ia hell, or re- 
joice in heaven. 

Man is a prisoner of hope. ‘The gospel makes provision 
for the renewal of his heart—for his repentance and faith— 
his pardon—his purification from sin—his release from suf- 
fering—his eternal blessedness. But, if man be a depend- 
ent creature, a sinner, a sufferer, a mortal being, an immortal 
also, and a prisoner*of hope! then, which is the one thi 
needful for him; religion, or the world? Which of these 
two is best adapted fto his circumstances? Which must he 
have to make him happy? Which ought he to prefer ? Or, 
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are they both equally good? and is it a matter of indifference 
whether he serve God or mammon ? 

Religion seems admirably adapted to the high necessities 
of mankind. For religion gives dependent creatures a sense 
of God’s presence and power, and teaches them to pray unto 
him for a supply of their every want—for religion brings 
sinners to a throne of mercy, cleanses away their guilt and 
includes that repentance, and faith, and humility, which the 
sospel enjoins ;—for religion applies “the balm of Gilead,” 
and heals the ssfferer’s wounds ;-—for religion causes mortal 
man to lean securely and sweetly on “ Jesus’ bosom” along 
“the valley of the shadow of death ;”—for religion opens to 
the soul, sickening at earthly toys and “ longing after am- 
mortality,” the pearly gates of the New-Jerusalem ;—for re- 
ligion knocks off the chains of the prisoner of hope, and 
brings him out of his dungeon into the liberty and light of 
the gospel. Religion, then, is the very thing, for a being in 
the circumstances of man. 

Turn now to worldly good; and see what that can do 
for one in such circumstances. Riches are sometimes said 
to make a man independent; not independent however of 
God, who “ giveth to all life and breath and all things”— 
but independent of his fellow men. In this latter sense, the 
expression requires much qualification. In respect to God, 
no possible extent*of earthly possessions, can save from en- 
tire dependence. And, of what avail to a condemned sinner, 
is all the gold of Ophir, or the wealth of both the Indies, or 
the whole world? It can neither purchase his pardon, nor 
wash away his pollution. ‘The soul is too precious to be 
“ redeemed with corruptible things as silver andyold.”” And 
what relief can earthly treasure bring to those sufferings of 


mind and body to which the human family are subject ? It 


can neither raise the mind above corporeal pain, nor remove 
from conscience its sting. Go to the mansion of the rich, 
and witness the poverty of affluence in respect to man asa 
sufferer. And what can wealth do for man in the agonies of 
death? Can it in this trying hour part the dark c!ouds and 
let in upon the soul one ray of light and comfort? Can it - 
change into smiles the frowns of the grim tyrant. No: nor 
is it able to purchase for the immortal part either a discharge 
‘rem hell, or a seat in heaven. 
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Such are the circumstances of man, that wealth bears 
no proportion to his high necessities. It may serve to swell 
him with pride—it may enable ‘him to trample his fellow 
man in the dust—it may assist him in forgetting his God, and 
in putting “ far away the evil day””—it may secure him from 
some of the evils of the present life ;—but in the promotion 
of his most valuable interests, as a rational, sinful, dying, im- 
mortal being, it can do nothing ; no, nothing. “ Flow hardly 
shall they that trust in riches enter into the kingdom of 
God!” Religion, then, is the one thing needful for man, 


_rather than riches. 


Contemplate honour. Of what avail toa sinfulysuffering, 
dying creature, are sounding titles, and the incense of applause, 
and the glitter of crowns ? Can they bring to his preciou soul 
either sanctification, or pardon, or real peace? No. Can 
they enable him to meet with composure the king of terrors ? 
No. Can they record his name “in the Lamb’s book of 
lifer”. Ahno. The path of worldly honour is overhung 
with fruits, pleasant indeed to the eye, and sweet in the 
mouth; but they are poisonous and deadly. Often, very 
often, it is the high road to eternal woe. While the honourable 
man is receiving the adulations of the multitude—while, like 
the impious kg who “ was eaten with worms,” he suffers 
himself to be adored as “a god;” his sins are not forgiven 
—the wrath of Ged abideth on him— shame and everlasting 
contempt”? await him in the world of righteous cntibiition. 
Religion, therefore, is the one thing needful for man, rather 
than honour. 

And what, in this comparison, shall be said of pleasure ? 
Were mankind like the sportive insect, which flits its 
gay hour in the meridian sunbeam, answers the end of 
its existence and drops into annihilation, the case would be 
a different one. But the circumstances of the human family 
are very serious. Man has a soul. He was not made for 
the pleasures of a day. He was made capable of the love 
of God, and the enjoyments of heaven. Alas! “ how is the 
gold become dim!” His sin crieth unto a holy God. The 
lightning of divine wrath flashes in his face. ‘The thunders 
of Sinai roll fearfully over his head. Polluted and guilty, he 
is hastening to the grave—to the judgment—to eternity ;—a 
most dreadful eternity to the unpardoned sinner. And is 
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The One Thing Needful. 77 
pleasure adapted to circumstances like these? How much 
more needful for man is reltgion, which brings salva- 
tion to his poor soul. For, let him go onward a few steps 
—a very few—and it will be too late. His mirth will then 
be found “ like the crackling of thorns,” boisterous and tran- 
scient. In vain will the pleasures of sense spread their al- 
lurements before their votaries at the solemn hour which is 
at hand—that hour when weeping friends shall mark every 
symptom of dissolving nature—when the physician shall say, 
‘¢T can do no more”—when “ the pulse shall beat a surrender 
to the pale conqueror’’—when the thread of life shall snap, and 
the soul shall be ushered into the unseen world. Surely reli- 
gion is the one thing needful for man rather than pleasure. 
Religion confers upon its possessor “ the true riches”—reli- 
gion secures that “ honour which “cometh from God only” 
—religion leads to those “ rivers of pleasure’”’ which flow at 
the-right hand of God for evermore. It is this which is 
adapted to every age and circumstance of man. It is this 
which exceeds every thing else; in correcting the temper 
and satisfying the desires of childhood—in feeding the hopes 
and sanctifying the sprightliness of youth—in moderating the 
anxieties and directing the energies of middle life—in smooth- 
ing the wrinkles and dispelling the gloom of age. “ Godli- - 
ness is profitable unto all things, having the promise of the 
life that now is and of that which is to come.” 

Religion, then, rather than riches, or honour, or pleasure, 
or any other worldly good, should occupy the largest share of 
our thoughts—should engage our choicest affections—should 
constitute the one great business of our lives. Only religion 
can make us truly happy. Worldly good, when laid in the 
balance against the circumstances of man, is found wanting 
—utterly wanting. It is unsatisfying in its nature—it is 
short in its continuance—it fails in the hour of death—it 
leaves the soul in ruin—its full amount, in the estimation of 
one who had the advantage of the greatest experience, is 
‘ Vanity and vexation of spirit.” 

To the dear yeuth, whose eye may have fallen on the 
preceding essay, the writer would say, most affectionately, 
“ This is the way,walk ye in it”—the way of duty—the way 
of safety—the way of happiness—the way to heaven—‘‘ the 
way everlasting.” 
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The way of the world may indeed present more fascinations 
to the youthful heart—it may seem to stretch through bound- 
less fields of wealth—or it may seem to lead'to the glitterin ¢ 
turrets of fame’s no very distant temple—or it may seem to 
wind under cooling shades and fragrant flowers, by the side 
of pleasure’s perennial river ;—but, it is all delusion—it is 
sorcery. ‘These are only different paths in the broad way 
that leads to death. The curse of God is upon them. To 
those who walk in them, the warning voice from heaven is, 
«Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die?” 


ee 


MEMOIR OF THOMAS LEACH. 


Thomas Leach was remarkable trom his infancy for obe- 
dience to his parents, but had no signs of a divine change hav- 
ing taken place in -his heart till about six months previous to 
his death. He was taken to a Sunday School by his parents, 
July 1, 1810. By his punctual attendance and diligence in 
tearning, he gained the love of his teacher, and was presently 
advanced into the Bible class. Tor about three weeks before 
his last illness, he was in the habit of rising very early, for 
the purpose of reading the Scriptures and the exercise of pri- 
vate prayer, in which he took great delight. About this time 
he was invited by a neighbour to drink tea with her children, 
it being one of their birth days. After tea it was proposed 
to sing a song, to which he would not consent, observing that 
it was wicked ; for this he was laughed at, upon which he 
left them and went home. He then told his sister if she did 
wicked things she could not go to heaven; entreating her at 
the same time to read the Scriptures and pray to Jesus 
Christ to forgive her. It being customary for the teachers, 
after hearing the tasks, to assemble their children and spend 
the remaining time in reading the Scriptures, and in asking 
or resolving questions ; on one occasion the parable of the 
prodigal was selected for the conversation, during which, the 
tears were observed to trickle down his cheeks; on inquiry, 
the following Sabbath, it was found that during the week he 
had been very ill, whereupon his teacher being desirous of 
knowing more of the state of his mind, took him aside pri 











Memoir of Thomas Leach. 7S) 


vaiely ; but being a boy of few words, little could be obtain- 
ed from him ;, it was therefore proposed to him to write down 
what he felt, which he did, and brought it the following Sab- 
bath. In his letter isthe following passage: “ In my illness 
my thoughts were upon eternity; about two places to go to, 
heaven or hell. Ifeel I am a great sinner, but I do pray to 
Jesus to give me a new heart, and make me fit for heaven.” 
Such was his attachment to the school, that whilst able to 
walk, he regularly attended; though latterly his weakness 
being so great, he was obliged to leave it before the conclu- 
sion. The last time of his attendance, he was carried home. 
Not being yet confined to his bed, and having a great desire 
to hear the Gospel, his father took him to church; he was 
full of pain the whole time, yet would not be moved till the 
service was concluded. During his confinement, he was con- 
stantly visited by his teacher, for which he appeared truly 
thankful. On one of these occasions, being asked on what 
subject they should converse, he answered, “ Jesus Christ, 
for his name is precious to me.” ‘To the question, Are you 
afraid to die, being asinner! he replied, “ No, for Christ will 
forgive me.” It was asked how he knew that Christ would’ 
forgive him? on which he quoted Isaiah i. 18. “ Come now, 
let us reason together,” &c. and repeated several other por- 
tions of Scripture. 

He was then asked if he had a wish to live ; he replied, “ No, 
[ wish to go to heaven to be with Christ and to be like him.” 
His teacher being about to engage in prayer, inquired for 
what he should pray. He answered, “That Jesus would 
take him to himself.” He hada great desire to see his school- 
fellows of the same class, and accordingly some of them went, 
when he requested to be left with them alone ; and it is hoped 
the conversation has been made useful to one of them. It 
appears he was much taken up with the duty of self-examina- 
tion, from his constantly reading Dr. Watts’ Meditations; and, 
in order to show the state of his mind, we cannot do better 
than make the following extract from that founded on 1 Cor. 
xvi. 13. “Stand fast, quit you like men,” &c. which by 
constant reading he had made his own. “ Am I ready to face 
the king of terrors, and to descend into the dark valley? 
Thou must meet this adversary shortly, O my soul! labour 
therefore daily to get courage and victory over death, by faith 
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in a dying and rising Saviour. Happy is that faith that has 
no carnal fear attending it. but is got above the frowns and the 
smiles of this world; my soul longs after it, and reaches at it 
as something within its present attainment, through the grace 
of Christ. I long tobe armed with this sacred courage, and 
to have my heart fortified all round with these divine muni- 
tions. I would fain be calm and serene in the midst of but. 
feting and reproaches, pursue my course steadily towards 
heaven under the banner of faith, through all the arrows of & 
slander and malice. Lord Jesus, I wait for thy divine influ- 
ence to bestow this grace, and thy divine teaching to put me §f 
in the way to obtain it.” ‘The hymn beginning 





‘¢ Am 1 a soldier of the cross,” &c. 


was also much impressed upon his mind, the last he ever 
learned. | 
“One night, being very ill, and not expecting to live till § 
the morning, he requested to see his mother and sister. Ob- 
serving them in tears, he said, “‘ Don’t cry for me, I am going 
to a better place.” This overcame his father also, upon 
which he exclaimed, “‘ What, father crying too!” One day 
being asked by his father, if he still thought concerning his | 
soul, he answered, “1 have committed that to Jesus.” "These 
were his last words. Shortly afterwards it pleased God to 
remove him, we trust, to that land where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and where the weary are at rest.—Aged 
fen years. ’ 
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DIALOGUE BETWEEN ‘TWO SCHOOL COM- 
PANIONS. 





Elizabeth. Good morning my dear Sarah, I find you are 
very busy, and fear I shall trespass on your time. 

Sarah. Ono! Iam not so much engaged, but that I am 
very happy to see you; where have you been walking? —_ 

Elizabeth. Notas yet, very far. 1 started with an intention 
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to make up a party, and have called to see what you think 
of it. if you are pleased with the plan, and your Mama is 
willing, I hope you will not only join us, but assist me in mak- 
ing some arrangements, 

Sarah. My Mama is very indulgent, and will, Tam con- 
fident, deny me nothing that she thinks will make me happy, 
if she does not think it improper. 

Elizabeth. O surely, she can have no objections to the 
plan I propose. You know we have been a long time con- 
fined in school, and now the vacation has commenced, 
I think we want a little relaxation. My brothers also have 
just returned from College, and your cousin will be home to 
night; now what can be more pleasant or innocent, than to 
have a party for a ride and a ball. 

Sarah. You have indeed made large calculations. That 
your plan will afford pleasure I have no doubt; but with res- 
pect to its innocence 1 am not quite so clear. 

Elizabeth. Pray what harm is there in riding? 

Sarah. None certainly. Itook a very pleasant ride with - 
Papa and Mama last week. Papa says he loves to gratify us 
when he can do it consistently with the duty he owes+4o us as 
immortal beings, the benevolence he is bound to exercise 
towards others, and above all, with the obedience which is 
due from him to God. 

Eliz beth. Now I cannot for my life see, although you 
have got in this solemn strain, how my object will interfere 
with any of these duties. 

Sarah. How much time do you suppose will be occupied, 
taking into view alsothe necessary preparation. 

Elizabeth. Indeed I can’t tell. I suppose we had better 
not fix the day sooner than Thursday: we shall want as much 
as two days to circulate invitations, to purchase new dress- 
es, or alter and fit up old ones. 

Sarah. ‘Two days besides the one we are now spending. 
During the whole of this time, twenty, thirty, or more will be 
continually employed in actual preparation, and their minds 
will be occupied with the scenes before them, anticipating 
pleasure or fearing disappointment. In this whole period not 
a poor family will be visited, and the sabbath school children 
will of course be neglected. ‘The Bible, if it is read at all, will 
he run over hastily. We shall have little leisure or inclinas 
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tion to retire into our closets and there hold sweet conversp 
with him who seeth in secret. Our minds will be in a state 
unfit for reflection, or improvement of any kind, and this 
probably not forthe two days of preparation only, and one of 
enjoyment ; but for some time afterwards. My dear Eliza. 
beth, can you think this would be innocent ? 

Elizabeth. Presented in this light, it does not appear 
quite so much so; but you say you took a ride, and with your 
parents ; was not this also an expence of time? 

Sarah If 1 rightly view this subject, it is not how much 
time is spent, but the manner in which it is spent, that ought 
to influence us in our decisions. First, then, we rose early, 
and after partaking of a hasty and plain repast, and uniting as 
a family, in the worship of that God who made us, and to 
whom we owe our social blessings, we began our ride. Our 
way was purposely directed through a part of the town 
where Mama had often been, and where she knew there was 
much wretchedness. She called at several places ; what con- 
solation she administered and what relief she bestowed, I did 
not know, for she went in alone. I have reason to believe, 
however, that the relief was not inconsiderable ; more perhaps 
than her means would allow her to be in the constant habit of 
bestowing, did she not, in her own family, practice some 
self-denial, and retreuch many of those superfluities, which 
persons, educated as she was, and possessed of her fortune, 
would think almost indispensable. Myself, brothers and sis- 
ters, distributed many tracts to little children on the way, for 
we had liberty to select from Papa’s depository such as we 
pleased. Could you have seen their interesting countenances 
and heard their simple thanks, you would have been delight- 
ed. The village where we dined had very much to attract 
our attention. Papa walked with us through it: here we saw 
and heard many interesting things, which I have not time to 
relate to you. We would not look long at confectionary 
shops, or at toys cr pictures : we might have purchased them, 
but we wished much that our chari ity box, which had lately 
been almost emptied, might agen be replenished. We knew 
our dear Papa would give us all we saved in this way for that 
purpose ; and this gave us greater pleasure than any of those 
gratifications could have done. But you will be tired with. 
my recital;—I will enly say, that our Parents entertained 
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us all the way with improving interesting conversation. They 
erse Biold us of the wretchedness of the heathen; of the privations 
state Hand hardships of the Missionaries ; and how much might be 
this done, by sacrificing small gratifications, to send more Migsion- 
le of Maries; and at the same time, assured us that they who did 
iza- his, were far happier than those who denied themselves no-’ 
thing for this purpose. 
| Elizabeth. It must indeed have been delightful : you had 
no cause to fear I should be tired. I dont know why it is; 
but sure T am, my anticipated pleasures, which seemed $0 
Bereat this morning, lessen in the comparison. 
Sarah. have another objection to your proposed party. 
rly, Bi can make no calculations on the various expenses; but sure- 
yas Bly, it will cost much to carry your plan into execution. The 
to B¥money necessary for this would light up the smile of joy on 
Jur Fi many a sorrowful countenance. it emis contribute to send 
wn Bihe Gospel to some who are destitute. Were it used for this 
as Bi purpose, the glad sound of salvation mig cht reach some ears 
M- Fithat would otherwise perhaps never hear it; some poor hea- 
lid Bethen who are pressing to the gates of death, might be snatch- 
re, [ed from eternal ruin: but I forbear! O if we knew the wortix 
ps Bf of souls, we could not spend our money so thoughtlessly, since 
of Bit is of so much value when used for their salvation. 
ne Elizabeth. My dear friend, instruct me in these things ; I 
-h fF) am but too ignorant of them. If we should practice self-de- 
€, Bnial, and save every needless expence, how could we apply 
S- ff these savings for the benefit of the heathen ? 
x Sarah. You know that not many years since a society 
€ § was formed in this country, for the express purpose of send- 
'S_ J ing the Gospel tothe heathen. Already its missionaries have 
[- i gone to make known their errand; already the distant hea- 
t then hear from their lips the giad tidings of salvation. ‘So- 
v cieties have multiplied; several missionaries have been sent 
0 
y 
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abroad. Some have recently left our shores for the islands 
of the sea, but there is a wide waste left; myriads of immor- 


> {& tal beings are perishing for lack of spiritual knowledge, and 
f must continue to perish, unless we rouse from our slumber: 
; Here, my dear friend, is employment enoug!: for all that we 


can save. 
| Ehzabeth. A thought has just occurred to me,—can we not 
set the example, and excite in our friends a dispositoin te 
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unite with us, and place in one fund all the probable expences 
of our contemplated pleasures : these we will forward to the 
board of Commissioners immediately, that no time may be 
lost. 

Sarah. My dear Elizabeth, how happy shall I be to join 
you; 1 will go directly for my bonnet. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
THE BIBLE. 


This book is worth more than all other books in the world. 
By having it in our hands from our childhood, however, we 
are inclined to set too little value on it, and even to neglect it. 
and remain ignorant of its contents. Is it indeed God’s word? 
Then we ought to know what God has said. Has that great 
Being, who made all worlds—who made us—who sup- 
ports us—who will call us to an account in the day of judg- 
ment-—who will receive us into heaven, or cast us into hell; 
I say, has this Being given us his written word for our guide ? 
Then we ought to know what He has said. | 

We pity the poor heathen who never saw a Bible—who 
are ignorant of God, of their duty, and of the Saviour who 
died for men. How then ought we to prize the Bible which 
acquaints us with these important truths. ‘Think, for a mo- 
ment, svhat could be our condition, if we were deprived of this 
blessed book. We might, indeed, like the Indians, know 
that there is a “Great Spirit,” but we should be ignorant of 
his character. We might, like the Hindoos, know we ought to 
worship some God; and like them we might make, with our own 
hands, a brass, or ‘stone, or wooden God, and fall down and 
wors| Ip it. Like the Hindoos, our par ents might have taught 
us, when children, to make little gods of clay, and to worship 
them. And more thanall this, they might have sacrificed their 
dearest child tc an idol god. All these things, and many 
more are done by such as have not the Bible. At times eve- 
ery man’s conscience tells him, that he has done wrong ; that 
he is a sinner. He then wants to know some way, by which 
he can escape punishment? What shall he do? One cae 
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to put away his guilt by washing in a river; another goes 
without food, or cuts his flesh, or walks on spikes, or inflicts 
some other severe pain in order to atone for his sins. Ano- 
ther falls down before a dumb idol, as it is drawn along, and 
is crushed to death in an instant; and another still, as horrid 
as it is, takes up his smiling infant in his arms and throws it 
into the fire. They think God will.be pleased with such sa- 
erifices. Ah, how much think you they would give for the 
Bible, which would inform them of “ the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world? 

It is said, that a Hindoo, who had travelled several hundred 
miles on foot, with sharp spikes in his shoes, in order to expi- 
ate some crime, happened to come to the spot where one of 
the Missionaries was preaching to the heathen from these 
words, “ The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin.” As 
soon as he heard this, he anxiously exclaimed, “ that is what I 
want,” and immediately threw away his instruments of tor- 
ture, and depended alone for salvation on the crucified Savionr. 
It is the Bible that tells us of the Saviour who died to save 
us from sin; and we know there is no other way in which 
men can be saved, but by this Saviour. Who then. will not 
say that the Bible is worth more than all other books in the - 
world? Who would be ignorant of this book which informs 
us of the guilt of sin, of God’s displeasure against it, of the 
punishment it will bring upen the finaly impenitent, of the 
way of pardon by Christ, of the condescention, the meek- 
ness, the love, the mercy, the perfect example of Christ, 
and of that happiness which he has promised to all his 
disciples ? Let me ever bind the Bible to my heart. It 
is a precious gift from God. It is my only guide to eter- 
nal life. Part with the Bible ? Never, never. Sooner 
part with the dearest earthly object. If I part with the 
Bible, I part with my God; J part with my Saviour; I 
endanger my own soul. What makes me.to differ from the 
heathen? The Bible. What makes our country to differ 
from al] the heathen, barbarous nations? The Bible. To 
the influence of the Bible we must trace all our religious, our 
literary and civil institutions. ‘To the Bible we are indebted 
for our greatest enjoyments here, and our hopes of a blessed 
eternity. Ask the Christian at what price he values the Bi- 
ble; He will tell you, above all price. As a compass to the 
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sailor; as a guide to the traveller; so is the Bible to tix 
Christian.“ Ttis'a lamp to his feet, and a light to his path.” 
When he reads and meditates upon its truths in a prope 
frame of mind, in the beautiful language of the Psalmist he 
says, “ How sweet are thy words to my taste; yea, sweete; 
than honey to my mouth.” 
It is a common remark, that we do not know how to prize 
a blessing until deprived of it. I found this remark strikingly 
exemplified not long since, while on a journey through thf 
northern part of Vermont. I took with me a bundle of tracts, 
and a few Bibles for charitable distribution. I was passing 
through the town of C*** on a warm pleasant day; and asit 
drew towards evening, [ came to a poor log hut, which 
stood close beside the road, where I saw an old man sitting 
in the door. His appearance reminded me of the patriarch 
Abraham, who, in ancient simplicity, “was sitting in the 
door of his tent in the cool of the day.” ‘There were several 
circumstances which attracted my attention, and excited in 
me a wish to know something more of his situation. His 
house was poor, very poor and old—the roof was only partly 
covered with bark. It was without chimney or windows. 
The ground around the door for some distance was swept 
very neat; and upon a large flat stone, which formed the 
door-step, ‘the old man was sitting ina chair. His head was 
white, and he appeared feeble through old age; yet there 
was something in his countenance which interested me. I 
; stopped, and introduced conversation by making some inqui- 
ries concerning the road, the town, &c. I found the old man 
readily inclined to be social. He inquired whence I came, 
where I was going, my native place, name, &c. ‘with 
much simplicy, and in perfect character with some of the 
NewEngland people. I told him all. He then gave me a 
brief history of himself and family. It was a series of mis- 
fortunes and trials. He had been a soldier in our revolution- 
ary war; and as he spoke of our independence, a glow 
of patriotism lighted up ‘his countenance. “ Ah, freedom,” 
he exclaimed, “it is a comfortmg sentiment to ‘the human 
breast.” I will not relate all the particulars of his story. 
But as he proceeded in the history of his family, he felt-all 
his grief renewed, when he spoke of the death of his children, 
and the loss of his property. “Oxly one son remained,” 
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said he, “ when we removed to this place—upon him I de- 
pended for support—but (the tears starting from his eyes, ) 
he is now no more—death has removed him also. But God 
has done it—and God is good. He has taught me a lesson, 
which I should never have learned, had he not afflicted me.” 
The old man then proceeded in a strain of pious reflections 
prize on the ways of Providence, as being often dark and mysteri- 
ingly Mpous. But,” said he, “ God is love; He acts from love; 
1 the ee He orders all things ; and this is my consolation.” I asked 
acts, fee him if he could read,—he said yes. I then gave him the 
Sing fie tract addressed to the aged.” He seemed much pleased 
as itMewith it. *¢ I am indeed aged.” said he,—‘ my race is nearly 
hich #run—I am a dry hemlock —the winds of more than eighty 
‘ting By winters have whistled through my branches.” I then gave 
arch Phim several other tracts; for which he expressed the most 
the Me cordial thanks. As we were conversing about the iracts, 
eral Mand the consolation which faith in the promises of God’s 
1 inf word would afford, the old man’s wife caine to the door. She 
His B had overheard all we had said. Upon hearing me speak f 
rtly the word of God, “‘ Oh, that we had that blessed book,” she 
ws, Meexclaimed. And have you not a Bible? saidI. “ No,’ she ~ 
ept I replied, “ we have neither a Bible nor Testament. Poverty 
the [presses hard upon us. We once owned that book ; we once 
was fe lived where we heard the word preached, and had pious 
ere fe friends. Our son brought us to this wilderness,—then he 
I was taken from us by death, and we were left old, infirm, 
yui- and almost helpless.” At the mention of her son she felt the 
van | anguish of a bereaved mother ;—but she soon regained her 
ne, # VOice.again, and proceeded to say, “ .. hen we came here we 
ith fH brought a Bible with us; but a few years since our daughter, 
the fF the only child we have alive, was married, and moved toa 
e a | ew settlement at a great distance. I had nothing [ could 
‘is- FH give her but our Bible—I gave her that—poor girl—may it 
yn- & Save her soul.” She put her handkerchief to, her face. I 
yw took out a Bible, and gave it toher. She drew her chair out 
,”? fF the door by her husband’s, and opening to one of the Psalms, 
an — read aloud. Never before did 1 feel such expressions of real, 
y. —f deep-felt joy, She would read a few verses ; then thank God for 
i] & such a precious gift—then thank me. Again she would read ; 
n, — then again give me her “ ten thonsand thanks.”’. The old man 
” Ff united with her in expressing his gratitude and joy for such a 
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treasure. They did consider it a treasure, more desirable, 
than gold or any earthly good. The sun had by this time 
set, and I expressed my best wishes for their welfare, then 
took my leave of them. I had many serious reflections on 
their situation. They were both professed disciples of 
Christ; they had been taught by afiliction to put their trust 
and seek their enjoyment in God; but for years had not pos- 
séssed a Bible. It is easier to conceive of their feelings than 
to decsribe them, when I gave them the long wished for book. 
They were prepared fully to realize that the Bible contained 
ruths which essentially concerned their situation in eternity, 
into which they expected soon to enter. L. P. 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
DIRECTIONS FOR PIOUS YOUTH. 


My pEAR younG FRIENDS, 

T¢ is important, for our more perfect and comfortable walk, 
that we should frequently count over the rich mercies of the 
Lord, which the mountains of our sins and the hills of our in- 
cratitude do not hinder from following and surrounding us. 
It is important that we should look through these mercies to 
the Great and Bountiful Giver. It is important that we 
should realize the continual presence of Ged; and walk as be- 
fore Him, to whom we must give an account, atthe great day 
of trial. It is important that we should differ from the fol- 
Jowers of this world; for if we do not, where is our image of 
Christ? Where are the marks of the Lord Jesus which it is 
necessary for all his followers to bear in their bodies ? That 
you may walk more worthy of the name by which you are call- 
ed, I will suggest a few rules, which may the Lord bless to all 
who may read them. The Apostle saith, “ Let your walk and 
conversation be as becometh the gospel “of Christ.”” ‘To this 
end the ist Rule is, Keep your eye fixed on heaven. ‘This 
is taken from several expressions found in the word of God, 
such as, “ Where the treasure is there will the heart be also,” 


&e. But it requires not the aid of Revelation to prove its . 


justness ; we see # in all the affairs of life. Observe the man 
that is far from his house and hears that a legacy is left him 
unexpectedly by a friend. He dismisses his employments 
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aid sets his face towards the place whence this news hath 
come. Allhis previous attachments and pleasures cannot al- 
lure his thoughts from his legacy. Distance is no impediment. 
His feeble knees are strengthened, and onward he travels to 
receive the promised inheritance. And O my young Chris- 
tian friends, are you not anxious about your inheritance ? 
Shall men be anxious about earthly things, and you be indo- 
lent about your eternal inheritance? an inheritance which 
was purchased at a great price, even the death ofthe Son of 
God ; an inheritance which is reserved for you in heaven. 
Are you surrounded with difficulties and afflictions ? look to 
heaven where your Saviour is, apply to him whom you have 
made the Physician of your soul, and he will send abroad his 
grace and rich blessings into your hearts and calm all your 
doubts and fears, heal all your backslidings, and love you 
freely. Remember that although you have made a good be- 
ginning, if you tire and faint before you come to the end of the 
race, you lose the prize. He that holdeth out to the end 
shall receive a crown of life, but he that stoppeth by the way, 
maketh his own damnation sure. 

Rule 2d. Keep the world under your feet. This is as . 
mecessary, and may be considered as a consequence of the 
other. For if you are heavenly minded the world can have 
but a small share of your affections. Remember, my young 
Christian friends, that this world is one of the most powerful 
adversaries of your souls’ eternal and best interests. Can 
you expect any benefits from a vile enemy? If you cannot, let 
not your souls delight in inferior things, but let them feast on 
the richer dainties which heavenly wisdom has prepared. You 
ean obtain but one inheritance, and if you choose it here, it 
will be but a passport into a world of eternal misery. But if 
you keep heaven in your eye and make no more use of the 
things of this world than will assist you on your way to 
heaven, then will you receive an everlasting portion with the 
children of God. 

. Rule 3d. Keep Christ as your example and companion. 
But here I need not add words, when you have the Bible in 
your hands. Read the Scriptures, for they are they which 
testify of Christ. He has left behind him a perfect rule of 
faith and practice. | | 
Rule 4th. Do all the good you can. “Be instant in 
g* 
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season and out of season” to promote the cause of Christ and 
the good of immortal souls. 

My young friends, what think you God had in view, in 
granting so many privileges and opportunities of Christian 
instruction? Does he not expect you to improve them to the 
salvation of your own souls, and for the benefit of those around 
your This is not your home; your stay here is for a short 
time only: and do you not think you ought to do something 
for him who has done so much for you? Is it not your most 
reasonable duty that you serve your God while life lasts? 
Remember whence is your birth. Consider the portion of all 
the faithful followers of the Lord Jesus, and then determine 
whether or not it be important to work for the Lord. O re- 
member that you have but one more step to take before you 
will be home with the Lord. Then you shall ever live with 
your Jesus in glory and immortality. Death will not be a 
terror to you if you continue stedfast in the faith: for Christ 
bore away its sting which is sin, in his own body on the tree ; 
and this sin he washed away with his blood; so that the curse 
of sin is removed and death changed into a sweet sleep. The 
period of your temporal death will be the birth day of your 
eternal existence. Then you shall be no more troubled 
with doubts and fears. Then shall faith be lost in sight, 
hope in fruition, and love in the full enjoyment of Christ in 
the realme of bliss and glory. May this be your portion. - 

A FRIEND TO THE Youne. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


DIALOGUE BETWEEN A TEACHER AND HIS 
PUPIL. 


(Mr. I. Teacher.—S. Pupil.) 


Mr. I. Well Samuel, what success have you met with in 
your studies to-day ? <a ie 

S. 1 finished my lesson, Sir, long ago, and I have since 
been reading the Vicar of Wakefield; a novel which you 
recommended very highly a few days since. 
“Mr. J. [have no objection to your spending a few leisure 
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hours in reading novels so useful and amusing as the Vicar of 
Wakefield: but by far the greater part of novels, which are 
read at the present day, are calculated to produce the most 
ruinous effects. By feasting the mind with visions of bliss 
that can never be realized, they tend to create a distaste for 
the sober realities of life; and by transporting the reader into 
some imaginary world, they make him forget that he is jour- 
neying through a “vale of tears.” Now the sun has set, and 
the violent heat of the day is succeeded by an agreeable cool- 
ness, how should you like, Samuel, to take a walk into some 
of the neighbouring fields P 

S I should be delighted to go, Sir. 

Mr. I. If you please, we will sit down in some convenient 
place, and for a few moments, expatiate onthe wonders of 
ereation. 

S. Now we are so finely seated on this prominent rock, 
I should be pleased to hear some of your remarks on the 
moon and stars which shine so bright this evening. 

Mr. I There is much in the scenery of an evening sky, 
that is calculated to raise the soul to pious contemplation. 
Though the earth presents us with countless wonders, which , 
cannot fail to excite the admiration of every beholder, yet 
the heavens, in a more eminent degree, declare the glory of 
their Creator, and ina more striking, though no less convinc- 
ing manner, show forth his handy work. 

S. I have ever had a great curiosity to know what is the 
nature, and the use of this great multitude of lights, which 
thus adorn the firmament. 

Mr. J. I should have been surprized to find that your 
curiosity had not been excited, on a subject at once so grand 
and glorious. ‘The curious eye of man has long gazed on 
those lights in the heavens, and with the utmost perseverance 
and care, observed their revolutions ; but without arriving at 
any adequate conceptions of their magnificence and glory. 
Modern astronomers have been able, however, to penetrate 
far into this once unexplored field of speculation. The re- 
sult of their investigations is, that all those lights which you 
now see, thus scattered over the canopy of heaven, are worlds. 

S. Worlds ? you astonish me! 

Mr. I. Yes, though most of them appear no larger than 
the blaze of a candle, yet they are all ascertained to be worlds, 
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and many of them vastly greater than the one which we in- 


habit. 
S. But how were they measured ? 


Mr. I. Perhaps it would be impossible for me to explain 
to you in the present state of your knowledge, in what man- 
ner their dimensions and distance from us were ascertained. 
Those great men, Newton and Herschel, whose names you 
have often heard mentioned, by the help of glasses and other 
instruments which their ingenuity invented, have been able to 
measure many of those distant worlds with astonishmg ac- 
euracy. 

S. But I cannot bring myself to imagine that those stars, 
 appareatly so small, are really so large as you represent them 
to be. 

Mr. I. Their apparent smallness is owing to their almost 
inconceivable distance ; you know, Samuel, that bodies ap- 
pear much smaller at a distance than they do when near. 
When you raised your kite the other day, did you not per- 
ceive how much smaller it appeared im the air, than it did on 
the ground ? 7 

S. It is true I did. 

Mr. I. Well, in calculating the size of those heavenly 
bodies, you must make allowance for the immense distance 
that lies between them and us. If you could be placed on 
one of those distant stars, this earth, great as it appears to you 
now, would then dwindle away to a mere lucid point, or it 
might not be visible at all. — 

S. But how is it known that these thifigs are so. 

Mr. I. ‘That these notions are correct, is confirmed by the 
fact, that they all exactly correspond to actual observation. 

S. I do not perfectly understand your answer. 

Mr. I. Why, I mean that all our conclusions respecting 
those celestial bodies are verified by the appearances which 
these bodies actually exhibit. You know that we can cal- 
culate when the sun or moon will be eclipsed long before the 
eclipse happens. 

S. That is true. — 

Mr. I. We could not thus predict the precise time when 
the sun on moon will be eclipsed, unless our present notions 
respecting their dimensions and their distance from us were 
correct. 
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S. It has always been a matter of astonishment with me, 
how any person could predict the time of an eclipse. 

Mr. I. 'The thing, though it may seem next to impossible 
to you, is however easy, and depends upon a few simple prin- 
ciples. But let us leave this topic, for one which T think 
must be far more interesting. 

S. What is that, Sir? 

Mr. I. lt is this; that all those worlds which you now 
behold, are covered with inhabitants. 

S. I do not see how you can make that appear. 

Mr. I. Well Samuel, I will ask you, for what purpose de 
you suppose all those ce stately mansions were called into ex- 
istence fF” 

S. I suppose they were made to give light to the earth. 

Mr. T. But one, or at most two, would have been, and we 
actually find are, sufficient to answer every purpose of en- 
lightening the earth. Why then this mighty parade, this 
“amazing pomp of worlds unnumbered!” ‘They are all 
worlds in size,and why not worlds in dignity anduse. Suppose 
aman to be born in the great city of London—to be educated . 
entirely in his father’s family, and to come to years of maturity 
without ever secing any other person. Suppose that heshould 
now. ascend to the top of his father’s house and take a sur- 
vey of that vast city—should cast his eye over the many thou- 
sand habitations which would then fall within the range of his 
observation—should discover that they all resembled the one 
in which he had been born and educated, in that they all had 
the same shape, the same conveniences for the support of life, 
in that they all emitted a similar column of smoke, &c. would 
he not conclude that they all, like his own, were the abodes 
of life and intelligence ? 

S. [think he would. 

Mr. I. Now observe the argument. ‘There are as many 
points of resemblance between the world we inhahit, and the 
worlds which roll in yonder heavens, as there are betw een 
the house in which the person above mentioned is supposed to 
have resided, and the other houses which compose the city of 
London. The sun, moon, and stars, are like this earth, found 
to be globular or round. Like this earth, they all turn round 
upon their axis, and therefore enjoy a similar succession of 
day and night, and a similar vicissitude of seasons. Light 
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there, as well as here, succeeds darkness, and the dreariness 
of winter is followed by the gayety of summer. To each 
one of those worlds, the heavens appear as glorious as they 
now do to us, and in their firmament our earth is seen as a 
glimmering star. Since then, these distant worlds are, to all 
appearance, fit mansions for the residence of life and intelli- 
gence, and since the Being who framed them never labours 
in vain, are we not warranted in the conclusion that they are 
all covered with inhabitants ? 

S. Ido not see but that your conclusion is rational. How 
wonderful the works of God appear ! 

Mr. I. Yes, Samuel, the contemplation of God’s works of 
creation is calculated to inspire us with the most sublime views 
of his goodness, wisdom and power. ‘Thus the enraptured 
Psalmist, lifting his eyes, as he probably did, to the. nocturnal 
sky, exclaims—“ The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth forth his handy work.” This great 
God who thus garnished the heavens and established the 
earth, now sustains them all in existence. He is present in 
every part of the universe, directing all its concerns, from the 
greatest, down to the most minute. Should you take the wings 
of the morning, and fly to the uttermost star that glitters on 
the verge of creation, you would find God to be there. But 
while his attention is directed to other worlds, he does not 
neglect ours. His infinite mind is not distracted, like ours, by 
attending to a multiplicity of objects at once ; but while he is 
superintending the affairs of a world, he does not neglect the 
most insignificant creature on its surface. ‘¢ Not a sparrow 
falls to the ground without his notice, and the very hairs of 
our heads are all numbered.” 


S. If all those heavenly bodies are inhabited, how exten-. 


sive are the dominions of God ! But do you suppose that 
the inhabitants of other worlds resemble those in this? 

Mr. I. Isuppose that they resemble the inhabitants of this 
world, in that they are all possessed of intelligence, and a ca- 
pacity for discerning and admiring the perfections of God, and 
in that they are all like us destined to immortality. How far 
they resemble us in their moral character, we have not the 
means of ascertaining. It may bethat no other world in the 
universe but this has rebelled against the government of God. 





The Saviour, when en earth, declared that he had come te. . - 
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save this world which was lost, and represented it as a sheep 
that had gone astray, out of ninety and nine that had not 
wandered from his fold. Whether the evils of sin are con- 
fined to this world or not, we are unable to say. If they are, 
then allthose worlds which surround us, are covered with the 
humble worshippers of the Most High, and his praises are 
sung on every star that glitters in the firmament. If they 
are, the repentance of any sinner on the earth spreads joy 
and transport through all those worlds which are so profusely 
spread around us. 

S. But how can the intelligence be communicated to them ! 

Mr. I. We can easily gather from the Scripture the fact 
that the redemption of our race is known in other parts of 
the universe. Angels are represented as being desirous of 
looking inte its‘wonders, and we have reason to suppose that 
they, passing as they constantly are, through the dominions of 
God, would conyey to the saints in other worlds these glad 
tidings of great joy. Before our first parents transgressed 
God’s law, it is said, that he was accustomed to walk with 
them in the garden, and angels held habitual intercourse with . 
them; now itis probable that this communication is still con- 
tinued with those worlds which have not renounced their al- 
legiance to their Maker. 

S. How joyful must be the tidings which are carried from 
this world in these days, when so much is doing for the salva- 
tion of the heathen ! 

Mr. I. And how great will be the joy which will be ex- 
cited by the intelligence, that the heathen have left the wor- 
ship of idols for the worship of the living God—that this re- 
bellious world has again become reconciled to its offended 
Sovereign, and saved with an everlasting salvation! @ 


JUVENILE ZEAL ENCOURAGED. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GUARDIAN. 


Sir—If the following Note which was circulated in this village a 
few days after the perusal of Mrs Kingsbury’s letter, contained in the 
* Religious Intelligencer” of Oct. 30, 1819, should be thought worthy 
of a place im the Guardian, the plan which it propeses, and which is 











96 . Juvenile zeal encouraged. 


now in operation, we hope will be imitated by every female schoo]. 
The enclosed tract, was read on one of these Saturday afternoons, 
mentioned inthe Note Copies of it are scarce: and the little seam- 
- gtresses expressed a wish to read it in the Guardian. 





“ Miss intends devoting Saturday afternoon, of 
every week, to the special benefit of the little girls of her 
school, and any others who would like to accompany them. 
She takes the liberty to propose to them and their parents, 
that they spend this half day, in sewing for charity. It is 
desirable, therefore, that they ‘should be provided with needle, 
thread and thimble ' that while their ears are listening to in- 
struction, their fingers may be learning to sew, and their young 
hearts to expand with beriev olence towards their suffering 
fellow-creatures. The object of this labour of love, is to 
relieve the wants of poor Indian children, belonging to the 
Cherokee and Choctaw tribes, who have recently been placed 
in the mission schools at those stations, and who are reported 
to be very destitute of clothing ; some even without a blanket, 
with which to wrap themselves by day, or spread over them 
at night. Our missionaries, who instruct them solicit aid, 
and give information that any articles of plain wearing ap- 
parel, would be highly aeceptable, and tight be forwarded 
with safety, via New Orleans. Could any, or all of my 
scholars, be furnished by their parents, with strong domestic 
cloth, sufficient to make one garment each, or coarse woollen 
yarn, to knit a pair of stockings, T doubt not there would be 
a mutual feeling of pleasure excited, both in the breast of the 
giver, and the receiver. And were they pure offerings, as 
to the motive, net only the blessing of the poor, but the bles- 
sing of God, would come upon them. Parents, permit your 
children to meet me at the school-room this afternoon, even 
though some of you may be obliged to send them empty 
handed. Certain liberal ones will supply them with sewing 
materials. To beg, I am not ashamed, when it is to clothe 
the naked. Something more is nex sessary, than “ Be ye warm- 
ed, and be ye filled.” Chi ld ‘en require covering, as well as 
food and fire. Let us then extend the mantle of our charity, 
and express by this figure of speech not only our love, but 
also our good works.’ 
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AN ADDRESS 


To the children who have given part of their pocket money 
for the spread of the gospel. 


Dear CHILDREN, 


It has given much pleasure to your parents, and to your 
friends, to find that you have come forward with good will, 
to give a little of your pocket money for so good a purpose 
as sending the gospel of Jesus Christ to thousands of poor 
ignorant and wicked people, a great way off. This is very 
pleasing to God also, if you do it in a right spirit, with a view 
to his glory, and the salvation of your fellow creatures. 

Dear children, you are called christians ; you have been 
baptized in the name of Christ, and you have been taught to 
trust un Christ alone for salvation; you have been taught to 
pray to God as your Father, in the name of Christ ; and you 
are led to hope for the pardon of your sins; for holiness of 
heart ; for the comforts of religion; and for eternal happi- 
ness when you die, through the merits of Jesus Christ alone. 
All this you owe to the goodness of God, who caused you to 
be born in a country where we have the Bible, which is the” 
best book in the world, because it is the book of God; where 
we have churches, and chapels, and meetings, where ‘the ser- 
vauts of Christ preach his word for our instruction; where 
our dear friends unite in solemn prayers and cheerful praises. 
Through the same goodness of God, you have parents and 
friends who love you dearly, feed and clothe you, and bring 
you up in the fear of the Lord; who take care of you when 
you are sick, and do every thing i in their power to make you 
happy- 

But had you been bern in a heathen country you would not 
have enjoyed these blessings. ‘There are many millions of 
mankind who know nothing at all of the only living and true 
God. They ought, indeed, to think that the sun, and moon, 
and stars, and birds, beasts, and fishes, could not make them- 
‘selves ; that some one who is great, and wise, and good, did 
make them : they should try to find out who he is, and how 
they may serve and please him : but, in general, they have ne 
thought nor desire of this kind; and if they worship any 
thing, it is the sun and moen, or four-footed beasts and creep- 
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ing things, or images, which they themselves have made of 
wood and stone, or gold and silver; and they sometimes wor- 
ship these in a very wicked manner, and do very bad things, 
while they call! it religion. ‘The people who formerly lived 
in Egypt, worshipped cats and dogs, Ape, oxen, wolves, and 
crocodiles. Even the pretended gods of the heathen were 
wicked. Their Mercury was a thief, Bacchus a drunkard, 
Venus a bad woman, and Jove an undutiful son; and it is 
no wonder that the people should be like their gods, and 
therefore they were guilty of theft, lying, murder, and every 
sort of crime. 

It would shock you to hear how cruel many of the heathen 
were. You read in Scripture that some fathers and mothers 
were so hard-hearted that they made their children pass 
through the fire to Moloch. This Moloch, they say, was an 
image made of brass, having the head of a bullock ; and be- 
ing hollow, was filled with fire, and made red hot; ‘and then 
the poor children were put into his arms, and so burnt to 
death ; and in the mean time, drums and tend instruments 
of music were sounded to drown the screams of the tortured 
babes. 

In some countries, instead of tenderly nursing their in- 
fants, as your dear mothers nursed you, they throw them 
away in woods and commons, to be destroyed. by lions, ty- 
gers, and wolves. In China, where your tea comes from, it 
is said that nine thousand children ‘are left to perish every 
year in the city of Pekin; and among the Hindoos, children 
are hung up in trees, in ‘baskets, and devoured by birds of 
prey, and others are starved to death. 

In some parts of the world, particularly in New Zealand 
and in Sumatra, they eat the flesh of their prisoners taken 
in war, and of those who have been condemned as malefac- 
tors. A few years ago, an English captain of a ship, which 
had been wrecked on the coast of Sumatra, went into the 
country, and saw a small round place, fenced in, and sup- 
posed it contained some live turtle, or other creatures for 
food; but O! how was he astonished, when he found there 
three boys, under the care of an old man, who informed him 
that they had been brought there by pirates (or water thieves,) 
who used to steal children in the island of Pulo Nyas, and 
either sell them for slaves, or to be fatted and eaten by the 
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cannibals. ‘T'wo children, he said, had been so treated the 
day before. Captain Welsh, for that was his name, to pre- 
serve these children from sisi a dreadful end, purchased 
them at the price of 164 dollars, and put them safely on 
board another ship. One of them, called Thomas Chance, 
he put to school in Calcutta, under the care of the Mission- 
aries, and one he brought home with him to England. 

When the Rev. Mr. Thorp read this story to a company 





of centlemen } Bristol, (England, )who were met to petition 
the Parltan ap vainst the Slave Trade, (which is buying 
and selling men, wemen and children for slaves,) he spoke 
as follows :-— 

‘Sir, T am the father of a large family ; three of them are 
little ones, very little ones. ‘ Many a time and oft’ have I 


loc ked upoL ‘hem, sometimes with tears of grief, sometimes 
with tears of joy. While perusing this story, my imagina- 
tion placed them in the situation of the little natives of Pulo 
Nyas, torn from their country, cooped in; and fattened for the 
slaughter. Isaw, or thought I saw, a delivering angel, in the 
form of an English officer, overlooking their inclosure, in- 
quiring into their condition, paying the price of their ransom,,. 
and bearing them away to the land of freedom. And I will 
now honestly tell you what were my feelings in the contem- 
plation of such a scene. May the God of mercy, (I invol- 
untarily exclaimed) pour down the choicest of his blessings 
on the head of this honest and benevolent captain: may he 
long preserve his invaluable life, as an ornament to his coun- 
try, yanda blessing to mankind ; and after a prosperous voyage 
over a tempestuous world, may he receive him and the little 
innocents whom he rescued from the teeth of cannibals, into 
the harbour of eternal rest !” 

And as they are so cruel to children, so they are also to 
women, when their husbands die. Inthe East Indies, when 
a man dies, they burn his body, instead of burying it; and 
when they have placed it on some wood, his widow lies down 
by the corpse, and both are burned to ‘ashes together ; and 
what is still more shocking, the eldest son himself sets fire 
to the wood, to burn his poor mother. This dreadful cus- 
tom still continues, and they say that thirty thousand women 
are burnt to death in this manner every year. 

Tn other places they treat sick and old people very cruelly. 
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Many a poor sick widow who is thought burdensome to her 
children is buried alive; and many old men are brought to 
the side of a river to be ‘drow ned by the tide. 

Slaves are also very barbarously treated in some places. 
Many have been murdered by their young masters, merely 
for sport; some thrown into fish ponds to feed the fish. 
Many slaves used to be put to death to honour the funerals 
of their dead masters. Some nations, when they take pris- 
oners in war, put them all to death; and some roast them at 
a fire, and eat their flesh. In some countries they kill inno- 
cent men, and offer them up as sacrifices to their gods; they 
did so in England before the gospel came hither, and they 
do so still in some of the South Sea Islands. 

Now it is to put a stop to all these horrid practices that 
Missionaries are sent abroad; and wherever the Gospel 
comes, attended with the power of the Holy Spirit, people 
turn from their dumb idols to serve the living God; they 
learn to put their trust in Christ alone for salvation ; their 
wicked hearts are made new and holy, and they are brought 
to love Ged and to love one another. Then they are no 
longer cruel; but become kind, charitable, tender-hearted, 
and desirous of doing all the good they can, that God their 
Saviour may be pleased and glorified, and the souls of men 
made happy for ever. 

_ Dear children, you have done well to give your pence, or 
halfpence to help this good work ; but while you are seeking 
the salvation of others, see to it that you are yourselves saved 
—saved from guilt and sin, and made new creatures in Christ 
Jesus ; that you are dutiful to your parents, attentive to min- 
isters, diligent at school, earnest in prayer, and good to all. 
tor this purpose, read the scriptures every. day, and pray to 
God that you may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; that it may be truly said 
of you, as it was of that good young man Timothy, ‘ From 
a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.’ Thus will you best prove that you havea 
proper sense of the grace of God to yourselves. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


8TATIONS OCCUPIED BY AMERICAN MISSIONARIES UNDER 
THE DIRECTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. 


A summary view of the missions, established by the A- 
merican Board of Commissioners, cannot be better given, 
than bya quotation from the last report of the Prudential 
Committee : “ The Missions, concerning which report is now 
to be made, are seven: Bombay, Ceylon, Palestine, Chero- 
kee, Choctaw, Arkansas, and Sandwich : the first, six years 
ago dubiously struggling for a place, and even for existence ; 
the last, just on the eve of embarkation* ; and the whole ex- 
tending from east to west more than two thirds around this 
globe, which, as the dearly purchased domain of the Son of 
God, Christian benevolence desires completely to encircle, 
and to fill with the light of his salvation.” 





BOMRAY. 
At Bombay there are three stations. One in the large 
town of Bombay, is occupied by Messrs. Hall, Newel, and 
Bardwell. Another about six miles distant, on the northern 
art of the same island, is occupied by Mr. Graves : the 
place is called Mahim. The third staticn is at ‘Tanna, ~ 
about twenty-five miles from Bombay, occupied by Mr. 
Nichols. This mission has been greatly smiled upon by di- 
vine Providence, and is constantly expanding in its sphere of 
operation. ‘The missionaries, besides establishing and super- 
imtending schools, traverse different parts of the country, in- 
structing, and distributing the scriptures. There is a great 
demand for books. ‘Their number of schools is twenty-five, 
having increased fourteen the past year. ‘They do not state 
the total number of their scholars, but it is estimated that 
there are nearly’an hundred Jewish children, who attend 
constantly, and more than twelve hundred heathen children ; 
besides nearly as many who are not constant in their attend- 
ance. ‘They have schools also upon the Continent, about 
30 miles south of Bombay, where the prospect of doing good 
is very favourable. From the statement of the brethren, it 
appears that the teaching of an hundred boys costs the mis- 
sion about eleven dollarsa month. ‘The diligence and zeal, 


* The embarkation has since taken place, as mentioned in No. }, 
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the judgment and prudence of the missionaries, are. peculiar- 
ly satisfactory tothe board. Besides translating the scrip- 
tures, they have written and published tracts, anda reading 
book for schools, adapted to the use of the natives, who 
wish to study the English language and the sciences. This 
publication promises emolument to the mission, and is highly 
creditable to the talents of our missionaries. 


CEYLON. 


The mission at Ceylon has been afflicted and weakened, 
by the sickness of Mr. Richards, and the sickness and la- 
mented death of Mr. Warren, who rested from his labours 
and sufferings on the 11th of August, 1818. The united tes- 
timony of the brethren, and many others of distinguished 
character, afford the most pleasing satisfaction respecting 
his missionary course, and his death bed scenes. In the 
language of the prudential committee, “ His brethren bear 
united testimony to his eminent and uniform devotedness to 
the holy cause,—his ardent, yet benign and well directed 
zeal,—his alacrity and diligence in labours,—his patience and 
cheerful equanimity in sufferings,—his wisdom in counsel, 
and prudence in action,—his kindness of disposition, his 
heavenly mindedness, and his general.excellence of charac- 
ter. During his lengthened illness, his exemplary resigna- 
tion, his sweet serenity of mind, and his heavenly conversa- 
tion were in a high degree edifying, and inspiring. His last 
days and closing scene, as described by his afflicted friend 
and companion, Mr. Richards, in a letter, whic: will have a 
place in an appendix to this report—were such, as this 
Board and all the friends of the cause would wish those of 
every missionary to be :—-marked with a lively and steadfast 
confidence in the Lord Jesus—solaced witha sacred and 
cheering enjoyment of the divine presence and love—and 
brightened with visions, not fantastic, of the glories of aa 
mortality.” 

The latest letters from Ceylon state, that Mr. Richard’s 
health was such as to leave a little hope of his continuance. 
Messrs. Meigs and Poor were, therefore, left to occupy 
this station alone. But the Board took early meas- 
ures to send them of fellow helpers. And Messrs. Miron 


Winslow, Levi Spaulding, aad Henry Woodward, were ap 
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pointed, and after solemn ordination embarked with their 
wives onthe 8th of Jnne, 1819, accompanied by a beloved 
physician and wife, Mr. John Scudder, M.D. who with sin- 
gular piety made a sacrifice of all the worldly prospects of 
a good establishment in New-York, for the benefit of the 
heathen, and the glory of God. Thus a goodly supply was 
providentially afforded for the loss of Mr. Warren, whose 
medical knowledge was very important to the mission, as it 
opened the most hopeful access for the gospel. The state and 
labours, the spirit, and prospects of this mission, are very en- 
couraging. ‘The schools are multiplying, and both of the 
missionaries constantly preach im the language of the country. 
The number of scholars, in all their schools, was estimated, 
at the close of 1818, to be seven hundred ; and in Mr. Poor’s 
family are twenty-four native boys, under the special care of 
the missionaries, with particular names sent from America. 
The number in Mr. Meigs’s family is not stated, but is sup- 
posed to be considerable, and increasing. Hope is enter- 
tained that three or four of the heathens have, by means of 
this mission, received the gospel in their hearts. And grad- 
ual changes are witnessed in the minds of many of them. ~ 

In respect to Palestine, in Western Asia, it can only be 
stated, as in a former number of the Guardian, that the mis- 
sionaries have sailed for Jerusalem ; and the prayers of 
all christians to whom it is known, are following them over 
the mighty ocean. 

Sketches of the Cherokee, Choctaw, and Arkansaw mis- 
sions have already been given. An establishment is also 
about to be made among the Osage tribe of Indians. 

“The Sandwich mission has also been noticed. The brig 
Thaddeus in which it is embarked was spoken the 15th of 
Dec. bya ship arrived at Boston from Calcutta, 50 days out, 
in Lat. 1,30, Long. 17, all well. Letters were forwarded 
by the missionaries to their friends, 


FOREIGN MISSION SCHOOL. 


This Seminary, established by the Board in 1816, at 
Cornwall, Conn. is increasingly dear to the hearts of chris- 
tians. Its object is to educate heathen youth who may be 
cast upon our shores, and to fit them for missionaries to ther 
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countrymen. ‘This interesting school has ever been in a very 
gratifying course ofimprovement. The number of pupils in 
Sept. was thirty-two ; nine from distant heathen countries, 
six from the Sandwich Islands, one from Otaheite, one a Chi- 
nese from Malacca, one from Summatra. Seventeen are 
Aboriginal.Americans, seven Cherokees, two Choctaws, two 
Oneidas, two from the Stockbridge tribe, one from Canada, 
and six young persons from our own country, preparing for 
the missionary service. In Sept. the number of the heathen 
youth who had professed religion was seven, and a number 
has since been added to the church. ‘The various branches 
of husbandry are taught the scholars in the early and latter 
part of each day. The inspectors, and all visitors of the 
school, are very much animated with the improvement of 
these youth. The young Cherokees and Choctaws excite 
particular interest, as their surprising progress furnishes such 
decided proof of the utility of persevering exertions, ‘in the 
cause of civilizing and christianizing the Aboriginal Ameri- 
cans. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


A letter recently received from the Rev. Eraan Osporn, 
of Fairfield, N. Y. contains the pleasing intelligence of a glo- 
rious work of grace in that place, which has prevailed “for 
several months, and still continues. The number of hope- 
ful subjects is not particularly mentioned ; but 38 have pub- 
licly professed their faith in Christ. 

From the last Report of the General Association of New- 
Hampshire, it appears, that God has not forsaken this part of 
his heritage ; but has, in many places, been displaying the 
riches of his grace in the salvation of sinners.—In Goffstown 
near 70 have expressed their faith and hope in Christ: 
three-fourths of whom are young people.—-In Hampton the 
work has been powerlul, and attended with such circum- 
stances, as to display, in a wonderful manner, the special 
and sovereign grace of God. Forty have been the hopeful 
subjects of renewing grace. In Brentwood 19 have been 
added to the Church, and about as many more have hope- 
fully embraced religion. This, considering the small num « 
ber of families who compose the Society, may juey'-1 be: 
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viewed as a great revival—In Oxford 26 have been united 
with the Church; and more are expected soon to profess 
their faith in the Redeemer. In Cornish nearly 100 have 
been hopefully added to the Lord.—In Newport there has 
been a great revival, in which 98 have been added to the 
Congregational Church, and 106 to the Baptist Church. 

In West Barnstable, Mass. God has been carrying on a 
wonderful work. One hundred and twenty entertain the 
hope that they have become the subjects of divine grace. 
Among these, are persons of all ages, from fourteen to three 
score and ten. Ejighty-two, since the beginning of July, 
have made a public profession of religion; and of these, up- 
wards of forty are heads of families—The work im Sand- 
wich, Wareham, and Falmouth has been nearly as extensive, 
and perhaps in the former place more so, than in West 
Barnstable. 

In Plainfield, and Allington, in this state, revivals of Re- 
ligion have recently commenced, and numbers are already 
rejoicing in hope. 





€OMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF A SABBATH SCHOOL IN 
¢RANKLIN, Oct. 4th, 1819. 


This school commenced, June 19, and elosed, Sept. 30; 
when the scholars collected, and received their several pre- 
miums, according to their industry. An appropriate dis- 
course was delivered on the occasion, from Ps. xxxiv. 11. 
‘* Come ye children, hearken unto me, and I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord.” At the close.of divine service, as an 
encouragement to perseverance in well doing, the proficiency 
of the scholars was read before the assembly. The school 
consisted of forty scholars, divided into five classes. The 
first class, consisting of 8 in number, recited 1610 answers 
in Coleman’s Catechism; also 997 verses in the New Testa- 
ment besides ; together with 224 verses in the Old Testament, 
and 571 verses of Psalms and Hymns. ‘The second class, 
consisting of 5, recited 2533 verses in the New Testament, 
and 433 verses of hymns. The third class consisting of 9, 
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recited 785 verses inthe New ‘Testament, and’ 193 verses of 
hymns. The fourth class consisting of 7, recited 390 verses 
in the New Testament, and 119 verses of hymns. The fifth 
class consisting of 11 boys, recited 608 verses in the New 
Testament, and 161 verses of hymns. ‘The average num- 
ber that has attended steady has not been more than thirty. 
The whole amounts to 1616 answers in Coleman’s catechism, 
5303 verses in the New Testament, 224 verses in the Old 
Testament, and 1457 verses of psalms and hymns. The 
kind attention of the Spectators, the decent and becoming 
behaviour of the scholars, together with the generous glow 
that seemed to spread over the face of the whole assembly, 
ail concurred to render the scene solemn and at the same 
time animating. Although on the account of the many dis- 
advantages under which we have laboured, it is not so much 
as many schools have learnt, yet this is our mite, and if it be 
ofiered willingly, we pray that it may be accepted according 
to our ability. 

While so much is depending on the rising generation, what 
can equal the importance of that labour which is bestowed 
on the infant mind. Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it. In order 
for this, says the inspired penman; in the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold not thy hand, for thou 
knowest not whither will prosper, this or that. He that 
reapeth receiveth wages and gathereth fruit unto life eternal. 
Whata happiness will it be, when swallowed up in boundless 
inexhaustible love, to have it to reflect that we have been 
workers together with God. Yours with esteem, 


JAMES C. HALL, in behalf of the Society. 


N. B. 647 answers in Coleman’s catechism, 514 verses in 
the New Testament, 147 verses of psalms and hymns, and 
19 verses in the Old Testament were recited by one girl. 








COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE SABBATH 
SCHOOLS IN MONSON, MASS. Cet. 22th. 1819. 
This Sabbath school commenced the third Sabbath in May, 


and was continued 19 Sabbaths. Scholars were admitted ~ 
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several Sabbaths from its commencement. The number who 
recited was 219. . Of these 127 were girls and 92 boys— 
ages from 3 to {7—principally 14 years and under. The 
youngest was a girl of 3 years, and exceeded the oldest in 
the number of verses and answers in the catechism by 70. 
The whole amount recited by the boys, was 9879 verses in 
the Bible, 2403 verses of hymns, and 17,247 answers in the 
catechism; making 29,529. The amount recited by the 
sirls was 27,240 verses in the Bible, 10.119 verses of divine 
| songs, and 38, 258 answers in the catechism ; making 75,618. 
The whole school have recited 105,147 verses and answers. 
One girl of 12 committed 2202 verses and answers, 1 boy of 
| 10, 2109, he exceeded in the number of verses in the Bible 
and catechism by 2050; 3 other boys exceeded 1200 each ; 
one is 13, one 10, and one 7 years; 23 of the girls went 
from 1000, to upwards of 1900 verses and answers but we 
give them all our approbation, and hope that they will be- 
come the redeemed children of that Saviour whose divine 
truths they have been learning ; and we cannot but be thank- 
ful to God who has spared their lives, disposed them to at- 
tend, and enabled them to make such pleasing progress. . 

There is one circumstance which we think worthy of note. 
| The young ladies formed themselves into a Society at thé 
commencement of the school; and with the aid of their 
mothers, clothed sixteen children from the most indigent 
families: and not only enabled them to attend the school, 
but also the public worship of God. Since that labour of 
love has been accomplished, they continue to meet and earn 
by their labour a pittance to cast into the treasury of the 
Lord, when most needed. 


== 
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THE PIOUS CHILD’S SONG. 


Soon as I greet the morning ray, 

To God Pll consecrate the day ; 

Ard to his Name, in humble lays, 
Pour forth my grateful heart in praise. 
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And when I rise at His command, 

I'll labour with a ready hand ; 

And through the day my prayer shall rise, 
As incense from the sacrifice. 


And when at noon each day I see 

A table kindly spread for me, 

I'll thank my God for what he’s given, 
With grateful heart, uprais’d to heaven. 


And when the evening veils the skies, 
1’ll look to Christ my sacrifice ; 

And leaning on His tender breast, 
Calmly compose my mind to rest. 


And when at midnight hour I weep, 
By grief, or pain depriv’d of sleep, 
ll call to mind my Saviour’s care, 
And pour my soul to Him in prayer. 


(And not unoft, as thus I sigh, 

1 find my Saviour drawing nigh ; 
His garments all so spicy smell, 
{ know it is Emmanuel. 


My friend, much lov’d, and freely chose, 
Of Sharon’s field the sweetest rose ; 
Fondly I press him to my breast, 

And in the embrace would ever rest, ) 


Thus evening, morning, noon, and night, 
Christ is the source of my delight ; 
And when I’ve done with years and days, 
I'll go to heaven to sing his praise : 


And in one anthem, loud and long, 
Unite with saints my grateful song. 


ee 
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Address to Parents; Walks of Usefulness in and about the City oi 
New-York ; A Fragment ; H 1; Presbyter ; A Child’s waking thoughts § 
on a winter morning; Lines by the Author of the Infant’s Grave, have 
been received. 
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